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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO /026 W 

012126 

P R 250405Z OCT 75 
FM AMEMBASSY SEOUL 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 3531 
INFO AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
AMEMBASSY OTTAWA 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
USMISSION IAEA VIENNA 

SECRET SEOUL 8283 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MNUC, KS 

SUBJECT: NT TCI, FAR REPROCESSING 

1. DEPUTY PRIMIN TOLD ME OCTOBER 24 THAT MINISTER 

OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY CHOI AND ROK AEC PRESIDENT YUN 
HAD TOLD HIM (AND PRESUMABLY OTHERS IN ROKG) THAT UNITED 
STATES TECHNICAL PEOPLE HAD NO TECHNICAL AND ECONOMIC 
RESERVATIONS REGARDING PURCHASE FRENCH REPROCESSING 
PLANT, THAT ONLY BASIS FOR US CONCERN ABOUT REPROCESSING 
WAS POLITICAL, AND THAT THIS CONCERN EMANATED SOLELY 
FROM DEPARTMENT. I WAS QUICK TO PUT THIS DOWN, NOTING 
THAT CHIEF U.S. REPRESENTATIVE TO JOINT COMMITTEE ON 
KOREA/US SCIENCE COOPERATION, DR. FRANKLIN A. LONG, 

HAD TO MY PERSONAL KNOWLEDGE RECENTLY TOLD MINISTER CHOI 
THAT ROK REPROCESSING PLANS WERE "ABSURD" FROM ECONOMIC 
AND TECHNICAL VIEWPOINT. I SAID THAT OTHER U.S. 

TECHNICAL EXPERTS WITHIN USG HAD MADE SAME POINT. 
FURTHERMORE DR. LEE OF AE BUREAU MUST HAVE RECEIVED 
SAME INFO IN WASHINGTON, WHICH HE MAY WELL NOT HAVE 
FULLY REPORTED. 

2. ROKG TECHNICAL PEOPLE ARE UNDOUBTEDLY SPREADING 
THIS MISCHIEVOUS ARGUMENT IN JUSTIFICATION THEIR OWN 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 SEOUL 08283 250909Z 

POSITION AND PAST RECOMMENDATIONS. WHILE I HAVE MADE 
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THE COUNTER POINT VERY CLEAR TO NAM, I BELIEVE IT WOULD 
HELP TO LAY THIS FALSE CLAIM TO REST IF ERDA ADMINISTRATOR 
SEAMANS WERE TO REITERATE IT. ACCORDINGLY, RECOMMEND 
THAT DR. SEAMANS CALL IN AMBASSADOR HAHM, CITE THE 
ABOVE STORY, AND MAKE INDELIBLY CLEAR OUR SCIENTIFIC AND 
ECONOMIC CONCERNS. 

SNEIDER 
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